HADLEIGH  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1904. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Condition  of  the  District,  during  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31st,  1904. 

Population , 1881 , 3237  ; 1891,  3229  ; 1901,  3245. 

Area  4288  acres.  Number  of  Persons  per  acre,  '750. 


BIRTHS.  The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  73  (36  males,  37  females),  giving  a birth-rate  of 
22'49  per  thousand  of  the  population.  This  is  again  a decrease  on  the  previous  ten  years.  The  births  and  birth-rates 
for  those  years  being  : — 

1894  1895  1896  1897  1893  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904 

Births  ....  103  97  92  88  84  79  79  92  84  77  73 

Birth-rate  30-2  30-04  28  49  27-25  26-01  24-46  24-46  28  35  25'88  23'72  22-49 

DEATHS.  The  number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes,  and  at  all  ages,  in  this  District  was  43  (22  males,  21 
females),  giving  a death-rate  of  13‘25  per  thousand  of  the  population.  This  is  an  increase  on  the  previous  year,  which 
was  exceptionally  low. 

Eifteen  persons  over  70  years  of  age  died  during  the  year.  The  deaths  and  death-rates  for  the  previous  ten  years 

were  : — 

1894  1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904 

Deaths  ....  50  61  45  43  63  49  54  42  52  28  43 

Death-rate  15-4  18-8  139  13-31  19-51  15T7  16-72  12-94  16-02  8-62  13’25 

Infantile  Mortality.  Eight  deaths  were  registered  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a death-rate  of  109 '5 
per  thousand  births,  this  reads  a high  death-rate,  hut  is  not  so  practically,  as  it  includes  deaths  from  premature  birth  and 
congenital  causes  as  well  as  illness.  The  death-rates  in  the  previous  ten  years  were  : — 

1894  1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904 

77  6 51-5  76  79.5  202'3  88-60  63‘29  54  34  130’9  64.93  109  5 

No  death  has  occurred  from  Zymotic  disease.  The  deaths  and  death-rates  in  previous  years  being  : — 
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THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

(NOTIFICATION) 

ACT. 
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have  been 

l notified  during  the 

1904,  giving  a rate  of  2T5  per  thousand  of  the  population. 


Cases  notified  : — Erysipelas,  2 ; Scarlet  Fever,  2 ; Typhoid  Fever,  3. 

j Erysipelas.  One  of  these  cases  was  due  to  emptying  a cesspool  whilst  suffering  with  a cut  on  the  hand.  Both  cases 
recovered. 

Scarlet  Fever.  This  disease  was  contracted  by  a lad  coming  home  from  school,  the  second  case  was  one  of  direct 
infection  from  the  former,  the  patients  were  well  isolated  and  the  disease  only  affected  one  house. 

Typhoid  Fever.  This  disease  was  brought  into  the  town  by  an  actor,  whose  family  had  been  suffering  from  it.  The 
three  cases  notified  occurred  in  members  of  the  house  in  which  he  lodged.  One  of  these  was  a girl  who  visited  the  house 
daily  to  help  in  sundry  household  duties,  being  one  of  a large  family  there  was  considerable  risk  of  the  disease  spreading 
in  her  own  home  ; as  there  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  it  was  impossible  to  move  her.  The  difficulty  was  overcome  by 
moving  all  the  members  of  the  family,  with  the  exception  of  the  patient’s  mother,  into  another  cottage.  This  means 
effectually  checked  further  infection. 

Consumption.  Three  deaths  have  been  returned  as  due  to  this  disease. 

Diphtheria.  No  case  of  this  disease  has  been  notified  since  May  14th,  1901.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  although  the  period  of 
freedom  is  short,  that  it  corresponds  nearly  with  the  time,  since  the  Council  introduced  the  system  of  weekly  scavenging. 
There  has  also  been  a large  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  “ Septic  Follicular  Tonsillitis.” 

Dwelling  Houses.  Improvement  to  these,  especially  to  those  occupied  by  the  working  classes,  proceed  gradually. 

Drainage.  The  surface  drainage  is  regularly  cleansed  and  disinfected  every  week.  I should  like  to  see  a large 
number  of  the  closet  middens,  replaced  by  earth  closets,  and  the  contents  of  the  latter  regularly  collected  by  the 
scavenging  cart.  Much  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  cleaning  out  of  the  middens  during  the  summer  months  would  be 

abated. 


Water  Supply.  This  is  derived  for  drinking  purposes  from  wells,  and  for  household  use  from  polks.  Three  new 
wells  have  been  bored  and  fitted  with  pumps  during  the  year,  thereby  greatly  improving  the  supply  of  drinking  water. 
These  new  wells  are  situated  in  Benton  Street,  Calais  Street,  and  George  Street. 

The  depths  of  the  borings  are  110  feet,  120  feet,  and  130  feet.  The  water  from  the  Calais  Street  well  contains  iron. 
In  addition  to  the  supply  from  these  new  wells,  the  well  in  Angel  Street  has  maintained  an  efficient  supply  both  in 
quantity  and  quality,  since  it  was  deepened  in  1903.  The  well  in  the  Marketplace  is  also  in  constant  use.  The  well 
in  the  upper  part  of  George  Street  failed  in  quantity  during  the  summer  months. 

Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector.  Inspections  made  to  cottages,  362.  Notices  served  to  empty  cesspools,  45 ; these 
were  complied  with.  Notices  served  for  the  removal  of  refuse,  47.  Drains  have  been  cleansed  and  repaired  under  his 
supervision.  Many  other  nuisances  have  been  abated  by  request.  2800  yards  of  cement  pathway  have  been  laid  down 
in  different  parts  of  the  town,  this  makes  the  cleansing  of  the  streets  easier  and  more  efficient. 

Bake- Offices,  Slaughter  Houses,  and  Lodging  House,  have  been  inspected,  and  the  white-washing  and  painting 
attended  to. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901.  The  total  number  registered  is  30. 


Number  of  Retail  Bakehouses  8 

Underground  Bakehouses 0 

Blacksmiths’  Workshops  3 

Wearing  Apparel  Workplaces 10 

Builders’  and  Carpenters’  Workshops  2 

Other  Workshops 7 


As  there  are  no  back-to-back  houses  in  the  town,  ventilation  is  easily  procurable  for  the  workshops  in  the  district,  for 
the  same  reason  plenty  of  fight  is  obtained.  Many  of  the  floors  of  the  workplaces  are  of  brick,  but  they  are  all  dry. 
There  are  no  underground  bake-offices,  or  home-workers. 

A.  B.  FRANEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


